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Dear Friends,

First let me take a moment to thank you for being a loyal and committed friend and supporter of 
Shaare Zedek Medical Center.  You can be so proud of the role that you are playing in our success 
and should take great joy from knowing that your partnership is bringing hope and healing to those 
in Israel who need it most.

In this issue we will share a little about what the last 12 months have looked like at Shaare Zedek. 
From heartbreak and devastating losses to moments of healing and rebirth.  By all accounts, 
2024 served as a record year in almost all clinical realms, as Shaare Zedek treated 
more than 1 million patients over the course of the year. This trend has continued 
similarly in 2025.  

Our Weinstock Department of Emergency Medicine on the Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Floor, which is 
the most active “feeder” unit for patients into the Hospital, crossed the 100,000-patient mark for 
the first time in the Hospital’s history.  With an average of 300 ER visits a day, we see more than 
100 ambulances drive through our Cross River Ambulance Bay daily.  

This distinction is a recognition of the high degree of trust the Jerusalem community has in Shaare 
Zedek.  Such a number also demands continued growth and expansion, which was reflected in the 
opening of the latest wing of the Emergency Department in late 2024 which added about 15 new 
bed stations.

Since October 7th, 2023, Shaare Zedek has played an active role in contributing to our national 
medical response for the war.  To date, more than 1,500 patients have been evacuated to the 
Hospital from the battlefields, almost all of whom were IDF soldiers brought by helicopter, many of 
them in extremely serious condition.  We take great pride in the excellent care, and often life-saving 
intervention that we are able to offer. Shaare Zedek has become known as a desired facility for 
evacuating patients, particularly because of our exceptionally skilled trauma team. The scene of 
helicopters landing on the adjacent field has become a daily reminder on the Jerusalem horizon of 
the cost of the war.

In addition to direct medical response, we are also increasingly a player in mapping Israel’s long-
term response to the heavy mental health cost of the war.  Our mental health staff operates a clinic 
for treatment of war-related PTSD and similar issues, using a variety of traditional and new forms 
of intervention.  This is an area that is continuing to expand and together with partners and 
supporters from around the world, we welcome the chance to offer this response – something 

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
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RACHEL WOLF

As this publication heads to print we are watching the war with Iran 
unfold.  We pray that our brave heroes and our friends, family and 
colleagues in Israel stay safe and succeed in their noble missions.
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which we know will remain in heavy demand for many months and years to come.

The Helmsley Cancer Center recorded an extremely active year, as we have now treated more than 
11,000 cases since the facility opened two years ago. Recently, the Center opened the city’s 
first oncology emergency room, which allows cancer patients to come directly to this 
unit as opposed to our general ER. Here, the doctors are familiar with the specific needs of the 
cancer patients and best positioned to respond to their urgent care needs.  We are also so proud to 
have opened our new inpatient cancer center, ensuring a comprehensive response to all types of 
needs for cancer patients.  

On the maternity front, we were blessed to reach more than 20,000 births in the Hospital in 2024.  
It is important to note that this number is exclusively at the main Shaare Zedek facility.  

Recently we opened our new Cardiac Rehabilitation and Prevention Unit, a critical addition to the 
Jerusalem region’s most active cardiac care unit. The Jesselson Heart Center is now in a period of 
rapid growth, and we are so excited about its upcoming expansion, the largest expansion project 
since it opened in the 1990’s.  

Our Surgery Complex performed more than 45,000 procedures last year requiring a very 
significant renovation and expansion of the Unit. Within two to three years, we will see the 
complete overhaul of all operating rooms, support and recovery areas to embrace a new standard 
of surgical care. 

As Jerusalem continues to grow, the most important aspect of our future development 
calls for the construction of a dedicated new inpatient tower.  This extremely ambitious 
project will require a budget of hundreds of millions of dollars to be raised from a wide variety of 
funding sources. Stay tuned for more news about this exciting project.

Sadly, over the course of the war, the Hospital community has been deeply and personally impacted 
by the historic scope of loss and pain. Sixteen direct relatives of Hospital staff members have fallen 
in battle and many other more distant relatives have been killed and wounded.  Hundreds of Shaare 
Zedek staff members have served and are serving in the reserves, and one of our senior 
pediatricians was seriously injured when the rescue helicopter he was serving in crashed in 
southern Gaza.  He survived but remains in ongoing rehabilitation.  The vast majority of the 
Hospital staff have loved ones serving at this time and the war has affected our operations in a very 
impactful and daily manner.  

As always, we stand united and filled with resilience and hope. The past few 
challenging years have revealed the power of our spirit and the importance of 
mutual support in times of need. We live with our constant attention focused on the 
welfare and safe return of our hostages and soldiers and pray for better and safer days ahead.
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It is hard to fathom that almost 
two years have passed since the 
horrific events of October 7th, a 

day that forever altered the very 
essence of life in Israel and the global 
Jewish community.

As the devastating news of the 
heinous attack spread, Shaare Zedek 
immediately leapt into action, ready 
as always, to serve as a beacon of 
hope and healing for all those arriving 
at its doors.

By day two we began receiving many 
victims from the south of Israel who 
were evacuated to safety. Among 
them, both soldiers and civilians with 

many pain-filled stories of loss. In one 
particularly heart-wrenching case, the 
Hospital treated two young children 
who were found abandoned on the 
border fence after their mother had 
been taken into captivity. Their father 
had survived and brought them 
directly to Shaare Zedek.

In the immediate aftermath of the 
October 7th attacks, Shaare Zedek 
established a Mental Health 
Emergency Room to treat those 
affected by the horrifying events. The 
staff understood that such a 
significant tragedy would lead to 
unusual stress, anxiety, post-trauma, 
and depression, requiring professional 

mental health intervention as soon as 
possible. The Mental Health 
Emergency Room was opened 
adjacent to the Hospital’s main 
emergency room. This model was 
initiated by Naomi Maimon-Elder, a 
trauma unit psychologist, after the 
Meron disaster in 2021. From their 
experience, the Hospital knew how 
crucial immediate intervention was 
for addressing various mental health 
reactions. 

As Shaare Zedek Director-General 
Professor Ofer Merin shared: “When 
the news began to trickle through in 
those early morning hours, we were 
already preparing, setting up an 

ISRAEL WARat

Dr. Aharon Adler, Dr. Naftali Gross and Dr. Yoni 
Yakubovich, saving lives and treating dozens of 

wounded in Gaza



Shaare Zedek Director-General Professor Ofer 
Merin and IDF Surgeon General & Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr. Zivan Aviad-Bar
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A helicopter carrying wounded soldiers from 
Gaza arrives at Shaare Zedek

emergency center, a family call 
center, nursing and physician 
logistics, and priming all 
departments with the sole aim of 
providing solutions to whatever 
challenges our patients and staff 
were about to face. The spirit of 
Shaare Zedek has continued since 
that fateful day. Despite the 
excruciating pain and profound 
mourning for those murdered and 
wounded, a sense of unity prevails 
throughout the Hospital. 
Helicopters regularly land on an 
adjacent football field that has 
become the Hospital’s helipad, and 
sadly the regular flow of wounded 

soldiers continues to arrive at 
Shaare Zedek.”

On October 8th, Professor Merin 
assembled a working group of Jewish 
and Arab staff who formalized rules 
for conduct inside the Hospital and on 
social media. For example, it is 
acceptable to mourn a loved one, but 
not to demonize the other side or call 
for revenge. The Hospital also 
assisted in acquiring permits for staff 
members to enter Jerusalem from 
Judea and Samaria, despite the 
general clampdown on such crossings. 
The Hospital has had to adapt, 
providing care for their own teams 

and supporting staff members who 
have lost loved ones. They have also 
brought in additional support staff to 
replace the more than 200 employees 
who are in the reserves.

We are so proud of Shaare Zedek for 
continuing to provide exceptional, 
compassionate care despite the 
horrific physical and emotional toll 
that the last year has taken on 
everyone. Our hope is reignited daily 
with the record number of babies 
arriving every single day. We pray that 
these new lives will bring comfort to 
our Nation and that they will grow up 
in a better, safer and kinder world. 

A soldier’s family bravely decided to donate the cornea 
of their loved one after he fell in battle in Gaza. The 
cornea was brought to Shaare Zedek where it was 
surgically implanted in a young girl’s eye, thereby 
successfully restoring her eyesight.

Shaare Zedek eye expert Dr. Liron Berkowitz explains, 
“The patient had undergone very significant treatment 
but was experiencing ongoing vision complications.

After several procedures, it would be the eye of the 
fallen soldier that would eventually save this girl’s 
vision, and this was a truly emotional process to be a 
part of. We wish our patient a continued full recovery 
and express our deep condolences, and gratitude, to 
this heroic soldier and his family.”

THROUGH HIS EYES: 
A SOLDIER’S LEGACY RESTORES VISION



Shaare Zedek Medical Center 2024
I N  N U M B E R S

OVERALL, MORE THAN ONE MILLION PATIENTS TREATED

Weinstock Department
of Emergency Medicine
on the Fanya Gottesfeld

Heller Floor

103,000
babies born in the Huberfeld 
Family Birthing Center – Wilf 
Woman and Infant Center on 

“Charlie’s Floor”

20,200

patients treated in The 
Margulies Outpatient 

Clinics

522,000
inpatient cases accounting 
for 265,000 inpatient days 

recorded.

90,000

radiotherapy procedures
(10% increase) performed in the Keren 
Adar Institute of Radiation Oncology in 
the Helmsley Cancer Center

11,400

patients treated at
Glaubach Department 
of Pediatric Emergency 

Medicine

39,000

imaging scans in the 
Jean and Jula Goldwurm 

Imaging Center

280,000

patients treated at
Schimmel Family 

Obstetrics Emergency 
& Admissions

41,000

surgical procedures 
performed (2% increase)
Wohl Surgical Operating 

Complex

45,000

cataract procedures were performed in 
the Wechsler Ophthalmology 

Institute, making this the most 
common individual surgery last year.

3,200

patients treated (4% increase)
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Earlier this year, an auxiliary worker at Shaare Zedek reached out to her colleagues in search of help for 
her relative in Ethiopia, a doctor who had developed a massive tumor in his head. Desperate to find a 
solution, the family turned to the Hospital for advice, hoping for the possibility of consulting with the 

medical teams at Shaare Zedek.

After speaking with Shaare Zedek experts Dr. Nevo Margalit and Dr. Boaz Forer, it was understood that this 
would require a rare and intricate procedure, involving both the skull and the nose at the same time. 

A thorough diagnosis confirmed the tumor was large, dangerous, and located in a critical area of the 
patient’s head. The situation was dire, and the doctors recommended that the patient travel to Israel for 
the life-saving surgery. However, without insurance to cover the expenses of this highly complex surgery, 
the patient felt hopeless. 

In the face of this challenge, the community rallied. Friends, colleagues, and strangers all came 
together, raising a significant sum to ensure the patient could receive the care he so desperately needed. 

What followed was nothing short of miraculous. A dedicated team of neurosurgeons and ENT specialists 
worked together in a synchronized, two-pronged effort. Dr. Margalit’s team approached the tumor from the 
skull, while Dr. Forer’s ENT team went in through the nose. Performing both surgeries at once was a bold 
decision that carried risks, but it was also the only way to ensure full removal of the tumor. Dr. Margalit, who 
heads the Hospital's neurosurgery department, described it as one of the most unusual and delicate operations 
he’s ever performed.

Thankfully, the tumor was successfully removed, and as the patient awoke from the anesthesia, a profound 
sense of relief and gratitude filled the room.

Now, after a successful operation, the patient is recovering well. He has already been released from the 
Hospital and is continuing his rehabilitation journey. This surgery was both a medical triumph and a testament 
to the power of community. It highlights the brilliance of our doctors and the hope that can arise even in the 
most difficult of circumstances. 

medical collaboration,
surgical excellence
and communal support
unite in noble mission
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Shaare Zedek has launched a groundbreaking pilot 
program, becoming the first in the world to test 
an injection designed to reduce the risk of breast 

cancer. If successful, this treatment could provide an 
alternative to the prophylactic mastectomy that is 
currently recommended for women carrying the BRCA1 
gene mutation.

Women who carry the BRCA1 mutation face an 80% risk 
of eventually developing breast cancer, and the standard 
preventive measure has been to undergo a mastectomy. 
Despite the high risk of developing breast cancer, many 
women with the BRCA1 mutation are reluctant to 

undergo surgery because of their desire to maintain their 
ability to bear children, breastfeed, or preserve a sense 
of femininity. As a result, these women often live with 
anxiety, undergoing regular mammograms and MRIs, 
aware that they are at high risk for developing cancer 
and unable to prevent it.

This new treatment may be the solution of the future.  
It involves administering a preventive injection twice a 
year, which may significantly reduce the likelihood of 
developing the disease, therefore reducing the need for 
surgery. The approach is based on research conducted 
by Australian and Austrian scientists who studied its 

GROUNDBREAKING
NEW INJECTION
MAY REDUCE THE RISK
OF BREAST CANCER
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USAID / ASHA (American Schools and Hospitals Abroad) has been pivotal in Shaare Zedek’s fight against 
breast cancer. A significant grant in 2010 enabled the Hospital to acquire advanced equipment and establish a 
breast center focused on early detection and treatment for high-risk patients.
   
Given the amazing advancements in medical technology in the decade that followed, in 2020 the American 
Committee requested and was awarded a grant from USAID/ASHA which enabled Shaare Zedek to replace the 
original machines with new state-of-the-art mammography equipment.
 
The new American-made machines are designed to be customized for each patient, minimizing discomfort 
during exams while delivering the most accurate results. Israel, like the United States, has a large high-risk 
population, making regular breast screenings essential for all women. This cutting-edge American technology 
has also facilitated the Hospital's collaboration with American and global experts in genetic and treatment 
research. The new equipment serves as a platform for training medical students and fellows from Israel, the 
Middle East Region, and underdeveloped countries – more than half of whom are women. In all these ways, 
this technology serves as a powerful vehicle to promote American best medical practices, model gender equity 
and meritocracy, and showcases the generosity of the American people. 

effects in animal models. Their findings showed a 
nearly 40% reduction in the incidence of breast 
cancer.

The technology behind this injection is based on 
prior research in osteoporosis, where an antibody 
is used to inhibit cells that break down bone. 
Researchers found that this antibody also inhibits 
the development of cells involved in breast cancer 
tumors. Shaare Zedek’s Fuld Family Department 
of Medical Genetics, which is one of the leading 
research centers globally in the field of inherited 
breast cancer, has been chosen to lead this study 
in Israel. The research is being conducted in 
collaboration with major centers in other coun-

tries, including the United States, Austria, Spain, 
England, Germany, France and Australia.

In Israel, there are tens of thousands of wom-
en who carry the BRCA1 gene mutation and 
with the introduction of genetic testing as a 
routine screening tool, more and more carriers 
are being identified, highlighting the need for 
alternative prevention strategies. 

The hope is that this new injection will offer a 
viable option for reducing the incidence of breast 
cancer, providing a less invasive alternative to 
mastectomy.

SHAARE ZEDEK RECEIVES 
STATE-OF-THE-ART 
MAMMOGRAPHY EQUIPMENT
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Dr. Amir Orlev, a senior cardiac catheterization specialist and the head of the 
cardiology department at Shaare Zedek, was on his way to work when an 
unexpected, life-altering event unfolded before him. Driving to the Hospital, 

he noticed a man lying on the side of the road. While others passed by without a 
second glance, Dr. Orlev instinctively sensed that something was wrong, stopped 
and sprang into action

The man, later identified as Chaim, was in his 50’s and had fainted after falling and 
injuring his head. When Dr. Orlev approached, he quickly noticed that Chaim was in 
distress, and checked his oxygen levels, which were dangerously low. Recognizing 
the severity of the situation, he rushed Chaim into the Shaare Zedek ER. Working 
swiftly, the ER doctors diagnosed a massive blood clot that had traveled from 
Chaim’s leg to his lungs, causing a pulmonary embolism. 

In collaboration with Prof. Danny Dvir, the director of interventional cardiology, and 
Prof. Elad Asher, the director of the cardiac intensive care unit, Dr. Orlev helped lead 
a cutting-edge procedure in the cardiac intensive care unit to remove the clot. Using 
a new technology called INRI (Intra-cardiac Navigation and Retrieval Intervention), 
the medical team successfully aspirated the large clot, stabilizing Chaim’s condition

Within a short time, Chaim’s health improved, and he was on the road to recovery. 
The procedure was a success, and he was soon back home with his family.

Deeply moved by the care he received; Chaim shared his gratitude, “I’ve traveled all 
over the world as a tour guide and seen many hospitals, but I’ve never been treated 
as well as at Shaare Zedek,” he said. "It’s funny because Dr. Orlev and I are 
neighbors – we live across the street from each other, and we had never met before. 
I’m just so lucky he noticed me that day, helped me, and guided me through the 
whole process, including performing the procedure itself. From the bottom of my 
heart, I thank Dr. Orlev and the entire cardiology team for saving my life.”

Reflecting on the life-changing experience, Dr. Orlev acknowledged how the story 
could have ended much differently if he hadn’t been in the right place at the right 
time. “I was fortunate to see him on the sidewalk,” he said. “But this story is a 
reminder that we all need to keep our eyes open. If you see someone who seems 
unwell, don’t hesitate. Approach them, call for an ambulance, and get help. It 
could save a life.” 

THE RIGHT PERSON
IN THE RIGHT PLACE
AT THE RIGHT TIME

Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center was rated as one 
of the most outstanding 
hospitals in Israel for 
quality care, in a report 
released by the Ministry 
of Health. 

We were also listed as the 
hospital with the lowest 
number of patients 
returning to the ER. 

Shaare Zedek is proud to 
be a leader in quality 
medical and nursing care, 
in innovation and 
humane professionalism 
and in providing our 
patients with the very 
best treatment.

Congrats to the
68 Shaare Zedek 
doctors who made 
the Forbes 2024 list 

of Best Doctors & 
Physicians in Israel 
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In a life-or-death situation, doctors at 
Shaare Zedek delivered a baby while 
simultaneously treating the mother for a 
stroke. Nine months pregnant, the woman 
collapsed while giving a lecture. Luckily, a 
quick-thinking audience member recognized 
the symptoms of a stroke and called an 
ambulance. The woman was rushed to 
Shaare Zedek, where a team of seven doctors 
sprang into action.

With both mother and baby at risk, the 
doctors worked quickly to stabilize the 
mother and prepare for a Caesarean section. 
“There was real stress, as we were 
responsible for two lives,” said Dr. Roni 
Eichel, head of neurology.” But in the end, 
the birth was successful, and both the 
mother and baby girl are doing well.”

Dr. Eichel credited the quick response of the 
audience member for saving both lives, 
emphasizing the importance of recognizing 
stroke symptoms: weakness on one side, 
difficulty speaking, and facial drooping. 
“Awareness can save lives,” he said. 

A STROKE 
OF LUCK 
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ER 

Shaare Zedek recently celebrated a monumental 
achievement: the 100,000th patient admitted to 
its renowned Weinstock Family Department of 

Emergency Medicine on the Fanya Gottesfeld Heller 
Floor. This milestone marks both a record in numbers, as 
well as a profound testament to the Hospital’s 
unwavering commitment to care, compassion and 
excellence in medical service.

For years, the Shaare Zedek ER has been the first line of 
defense for thousands of people in their most vulnerable 
moments. It is a place where lives are saved, comfort is 
provided, and hope is restored. The department has 
always been a beacon of dedication and service, but with 
a steady increase in demand it was clear that a new 
chapter was needed.

That chapter began with a major renovation. The newly 
opened wing of the ER has significantly expanded its 
capacity, adding new beds, state-of-the-art equipment, 
and an even larger team of skilled medical professionals. 

The design of this new space was carefully planned to 
ensure that every patient who walks through those doors 
would not only receive the highest standard of medical 
care but also experience comfort and personalized 
attention. The aim was to make the challenging 
experience of an emergency visit more bearable, focusing 
on both medical and emotional well-being.

Shaare Zedek’s Director-General Prof. Ofer Merin, 
reflected on the new wing's opening as a part of a multi-
phase expansion project. “The new wing is an essential 
step in meeting the high demand placed on our 
emergency department,” he said. “It’s about being able 
to respond with precision and care to the more than 
100,000 patients we see each year.”

The commitment to care goes beyond infrastructure. 
As Naama Bagrish, head nurse of the ER, points out, 
the true strength of Shaare Zedek lies in its staff. 
"We pride ourselves on our professional and 
compassionate approach," she said. "Our team is 

SHAARE 
ZEDEK

ER Head Nurse Naama Bagrish, Director-General Prof. Ofer Merin, 
Deputy Director-General of Internal Medicine Prof. Nimrod Maimon 
and ER Director Dr. Todd Zalut
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ER 

constantly learning new skills, both technical and 
emotional, to serve our patients better. For us, working 
in the ER is not just a job — it is a mission."

A key part of this mission is the Hospital’s 
groundbreaking collaboration with Magen David 
Adom (MDA), Israel’s emergency medical service. 
This partnership has revolutionized the way patients 
are treated by enabling MDA ambulances to transfer 
critical medical information directly into Shaare 
Zedek's systems. This technological leap means that 
by the time a patient arrives at the ER, the medical 
team already has vital information, reducing wait 
times and improving the speed and accuracy of care. 
In just a few months since launching the system, 
more than 6,000 patients have been processed, with 

the Hospital receiving some 100 ambulances a day 
through our Cross River Ambulance Bay. 

Among the many patients that the emergency 
department treats, the story of our 100,000th patient 
stands out. An IDF reservist in his early 20s, he had been 
on the front lines since the war began. His chest pains 
brought him to Shaare Zedek’s doors, where an ECG 
revealed signs of reduced cardiac function, a result of a 
recent viral infection. Thanks to the swift and skilled care 
he received in the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit, his 
condition was stabilized, and he was discharged in good 
health. It was a victory, not just for him, but for every 
person treated in that department — a reminder of the 
life-saving impact that Shaare Zedek's team has on the 
city, the country and its people. 

Dr. Todd Zalut, the Director of Shaare Zedek’s ER, expressed his pride in the Hospital's work, saying, 
“It is a great privilege for us to provide medical care to our patients, and we will continue to grow and 
improve to ensure that everyone who enters our doors receives the best care possible. We don’t just 
treat patients; we support them in their journey toward healing.”

REACHES
MONUMENTAL 
MILESTONE
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IN GLOBAL FIRST, SPINE SURGERY COMBINES 
AUGMENTED REALITY AND ROBOTICS

When a 25-year-old patient arrived at Shaare Zedek 
with a severely broken back, having fallen from a 
significant height, Dr. Cezar Mizrahi, a surgeon 

from the spine surgery unit and the department of 
neurosurgery, knew immediately that time was of the 
essence.  It was clear that an innovative and forward-
thinking plan would need to be put into action. In order to 
maximize the potential for success, Dr. Mizrahi decided to 
use augmented reality (AR) together with robotic technology 
to repair this complex spine fracture. While AR has been used 
in the past for minimally invasive spine surgery, it had never 
been combined with robotic technology. He understood that 
this case necessitated AR to realize the best instrumentation 
positioning and the best chances for patient healing.

Dr. Mizrahi explained, “I believe in minimally invasive 
surgery, and I would say that in more than 90 percent of 
my cases, I use the most advanced robot that we have for 
instrumentation.” This time, however, was the first 
occasion Dr. Mizrahi had to combine the robotics with the 
AR system.  Several weeks earlier, at a conference in 
Madrid, Dr. Mizrahi had tested the Medtronic AR 
technology while still in its pilot phase. Anticipating its 
potential benefits, he reached out to the company’s 
representatives to request access to the technology if a 
suitable case arose. 

When this complex case presented itself, Mizrahi saw the 
opportunity. Concerned about the risks of paralysis and 

neurological deficits, he immediately contacted Medtronic’s 
team in Israel, who swiftly provided the AR system.

The robotic arm utilizes three-dimensional recognition 
from preoperative scans to achieve what Mizrahi 
describes as "perfect registration," ensuring precise 
instrument placement. The integration of AR further 
enhances accuracy, minimizing the risk of errors such as 
mispositioning screws near the spinal cord or nerve 
roots. With AR, the surgeon gains real-time navigation 
insights directly within the robotic system, offering a 
perspective as if seeing through its "eyes."

"I can see the coronal, sagittal, and axial views," Mizrahi 
explained, in an interview with the Times of Israel. 

Additionally, the surgeon wears an AR headset that 
projects all pre-surgical scans and planning data into 
their field of view, creating a fully immersive experience. 
"You simply move your eyes within the display — 
left, right, up, and down — and everything you need 
is there. It feels like a PlayStation," he said.

The surgery lasted several hours and by the following 
day, the patient was on his feet and walking 
independently.  He was released within days. 

“From the bottom of my heart I’m just so grateful,” the 
unnamed patient said. 



THE BEAUTY OF A
MOTHER’S VOICE
RESTORED

After being unable to speak to her children for a 
year and a half, a tracheal reconstruction 
surgery at Shaare Zedek restored a mother's 

ability to speak.

The patient, N., is a thirty-five-year-old mother of two.  
A nurse by profession, she suffers from autoimmune 
epilepsy, which led to complete scarring of the trachea 
and blockage in the area below the vocal cords. N. 
underwent seven tracheal dilations, but the blockage 
returned and for the past year and a half she could not 
breathe through her nose and mouth or speak to her 
children, ages five and six. She had to breathe through a 
tube in her throat and communicate via text messages.

After undergoing many treatments, N. consulted with 
Dr. David Pierre Attel, Director of the Pediatric ENT 
Department at Shaare Zedek, who put together a 
multidisciplinary team to treat the case. 

"N. came to us in a complex situation, after a year and a 
half of not being able speak to her children and those 
around her. After extensive consultation, we performed 
a surgery in which we cut out 5 cm of scarred trachea, a 
significant length for this disease, and reconstructed the 
trachea. The challenge was closing such a large gap and 
dealing with the significant post-surgical risks, but 
fortunately, N. recovered excellently and can now return 
to her life.

This is a complex case, and I am happy that we were 
able to give N. back the most basic need, to be able to 
communicate with her loved ones," says Dr. Attel.

"I am SO happy that I can finally speak," says N. "For a 
year and a half, I suffered greatly from not being able to 
talk to my children. I can finally communicate! From the 
bottom of my heart, I thank Dr. Attel and the doctors 
who took part in my healing, especially the recovery 
department team who cared for me immediately after 
the surgery." 
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A 16-year-old girl from Jerusalem survived a rare 
stroke, thanks to a swift and complex brain 
catheterization procedure performed by a team 

of specialists at Shaare Zedek. While at school, the 
patient, referred to as S., suffered sudden 
paralysis on her right side. She was rushed to the 
Hospital, where doctors discovered a blockage in 
her brain artery.

The incident began when S. started experiencing 
aphasia, a condition that caused numbness in her limbs 
and difficulty speaking. The school staff quickly called 
emergency services, and she was transported to Shaare 
Zedek’s Glaubach Department of Pediatric Emergency 
Medicine. Upon arrival, pediatric neurologist Dr. Dalit 
Cayam immediately recognized the symptoms of a stroke 
and ordered an urgent MRI.

The MRI revealed a major blockage in one of the brain’s 
arteries. After consulting with her colleagues, Dr. Cayam 
decided that S. required an emergency brain catheterization 
procedure. She was transferred to the Interventional 
Neuroradiology Unit, led by Dr. Yaaqov Amsalem.

Under the guidance of senior neuro-interventionist Dr. 
Vladimir Boroditsky, the medical team performed a 
complex procedure that lasted more than four hours. 
During the catheterization, the team discovered a 
blockage that was unusually difficult to treat and was 
resistant to conventional stroke catheterization 
techniques. After some deliberation, the team decided to 
implant a stent to open the artery. This allowed them to 
remove portions of the blood clot that had been 
obstructing the artery, which was later determined to be 
fragments of a heart tumor.

JERUSALEM TEEN SURVIVES RARE 
STROKE THANKS TO COMPLEX SURGERY
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Following the procedure, S. showed immediate 
improvement. She regained movement in her limbs 
and regained some speech function right in the 
operating room.

Dr. Boroditsky called the case “extremely rare,” noting 
that such strokes are typically seen in older adults, ages 
60 to 70, and not in healthy young girls like S. He also 
highlighted the complexity of the procedure, which 
required precise coordination and expertise from multiple 
teams to ensure the best possible outcome.

S.’s family expressed their shock and gratitude, 
describing their daughter as completely healthy with no 
prior medical conditions. “The stroke took us by total 
surprise,” they said. “We are deeply grateful to all the 
Shaare Zedek staff for their swift and professional 
response, which truly saved her life. We never imagined 
anything like this could happen to her. We were fortunate 
to have such expertise caring for her, especially in 
treating complex cases in children.” 

The Glaubach Department of Pediatric Emergency Medicine opened in 2008 thanks to 
the exceptional generosity of lead donors Drs. Miriam and Felix Glaubach. Over the past 
seventeen years, the Pediatric Emergency Department has grown significantly both in 

terms of the number of patients seen annually as well as the range of conditions treated.  At 
the end of 2024 the worldwide Shaare Zedek family mourned the passing of Dr. Felix Glaubach, 
z”l,  our longtime friend, lay leader and visionary philanthropist whose exemplary kindness 
and generosity will forever be remembered.  As “Healers of Jerusalem” for Shaare Zedek, Felix, 
together with his extraordinary wife Dr. Miriam Glaubach, imparted a deep love for Israel, 
wise counsel, passionate leadership, an inspiring sense of fun and adventure and a deep 
wisdom with all who knew them. Felix served as a member of the American Committee’s 
National Board for many years and as a member of the International Board of Governors. The 
Glaubachs’ philanthropic efforts knew no bounds.  Their “personal touch” can be seen on 
countless organizations and charities, and most especially in their beautiful Shevet Glaubach, 
who have already taken their parents’ commitment to chesed and tzedakah to heart. May his 
memory be for a blessing.
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SHAARE ZEDEK’S
HELMSLEY CANCER CENTER: 
A NEW ERA IN CANCER CARE AND INNOVATION
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One of the most significant developments in Shaare 
Zedek’s 120-year history, The Helmsley Cancer 
Center, which officially opened in June 2023, 

represents a new standard for cancer treatment in Israel. 
By combining cutting-edge therapies with a patient-
focused design, the facility aims to provide top-tier 
medical care while fostering a sense of hope and comfort 
for patients and their families.

This innovative center is poised to have a lasting impact 
on oncology care, not just in Jerusalem but throughout 
Israel, setting a benchmark for how cancer treatment 
should be delivered —with compassion, efficiency, and 
advanced medical expertise.

The Center has already made a significant impact on 
oncology care, handling more than 11,000 radiotherapy 
procedures in the past year — a 10% increase in patient 
volume. This growth is a direct response to the rising 
demand for advanced oncology services, particularly in 
areas such as breast cancer and digestive tract cancers, 
where Shaare Zedek is a leading regional provider.

ADVANCED FACILITIES
AND SERVICES
Covering six floors and spanning approximately 130,000 
square feet, the Helmsley Cancer Center centralizes 
Shaare Zedek’s oncological departments under one 
roof. The facility includes a cutting-edge radiotherapy 
center, a specialized day hospital for chemotherapy and 
immunotherapy, and multiple outpatient clinics catering 
to diverse patient needs. The center also offers alternative 
therapies and a wide range of supportive services to 
enhance patient care.

Equipped with the latest medical advancements, the 
center houses an advanced radiology institute and a 
dedicated research division working on innovative cancer 
treatments. Additionally, patients benefit from nutritional 
counseling, psychological support, palliative care, and 
social services, ensuring both their medical and emotional 
well-being are addressed.

PATIENT-CENTERED
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
Designed by Canadian architect Tye Farrow, the Helmsley 
Cancer Center features a unique and calming 
architectural approach. The building’s design 
incorporates natural light, warm wooden elements, and 
an inviting atmosphere, departing from the often-sterile 
hospital environment. Its butterfly-inspired structure 
represents transformation and resilience, reinforcing the 
center’s mission to provide comfort and hope to those 
battling cancer.

With expansive, light-filled spaces and a calming 
aesthetic, the center boasts a striking interior 
courtyard that connects various treatment areas.  On 
two separate floors the Center features the beautiful 
and life affirming Lerer Garden, bringing hope and 
serenity to those being treated.  The subterranean 
radiotherapy floors house heavy-duty Linear Accelerators 
used for treatment, safely stored within concrete 
structures over a meter thick to contain radiation. 
Despite the complexity of the engineering, the 
atmosphere remains deeply calm, with artwork, and art 
exhibits, sensitive lighting, and natural elements 
contributing to a relaxing, therapeutic space for patients.

A HOLISTIC APPROACH 
TO ONCOLOGY
Under the leadership of Professor Nir Peled, an expert in 
oncology and pulmonology, the Helmsley Cancer Center 
embraces a comprehensive approach to cancer 
treatment. This model ensures that medical care is 
seamlessly integrated with supportive services, allowing 
for a more personalized and compassionate patient 
experience. By consolidating all aspects of oncology care 
within a single facility, the center enhances treatment 
efficiency and accessibility for patients. 

Photos: Eyal Tagar
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THE
UNSEEN
BURDEN:
THE DOCTORS TASKED 
WITH DETERMINING 
THE FATE OF HOSTAGES



21

In the shadows of war, amid the uncertainty and anguish of families awaiting news, a small committee of three 
distinguished Israeli medical professionals were tasked with the harrowing responsibility of determining the deaths 
of hostages held in Gaza.

This initially secret committee, appointed by the Health Ministry a week into the war, was made up of Dr. Hagar Mizrahi, 
Head of the Health Ministry’s general medicine division, Dr. Chen Kugel, Director of the National Center of Forensic 
Medicine, and our very own Prof. Ofer Merin, Director-General of Shaare Zedek. The committee convened for hours at a 
time, several times a week, carefully sifting through intelligence and evidence. Their mission was singular and solemn: 
to reach an indisputable medical conclusion regarding the fate of hostages, ensuring that no declaration of death was 
made without absolute certainty.

“You don’t want to knock on a mother’s door and tell her that her son is dead, and then he is found to be alive, even if 
critically wounded,” explains Prof. Merin, whose words reflect the weight of their responsibility.

Each decision is painstakingly documented in a detailed report. In the case of a soldier, the findings are delivered to the 
IDF Rabbinate. For civilians, the IDF Rabbinate and Israel’s Chief Rabbinate must both sign off before a family is 
notified. The final step, arguably the most heart-wrenching, is the moment when families are told, giving them the 
closure they have both feared and needed.

Prof. Merin, who has spent two decades as the commander of the IDF’s field hospital and has responded to 
disasters worldwide, understands the deep pain and torment of not having information. “These families have been 
living for too long without knowing what’s happening with their loved ones,” he says. “I’ve learned the term 
‘ambiguous loss.’ It’s the continuous grief day after day of living with uncertainty, always with a slim hope that 
maybe their loved one is alive or just wounded or okay … There is a clear understanding that these people need 
closure. If we know for sure that someone is dead, I think we’re doing right by these families by telling them.”

The committee operates under strict guidelines. Without access to bodies or biological samples, the doctors rely on a 
complex network of evidence to reach their conclusions. They refuse to base conclusions on a single source of 
information; at least two independent pieces of evidence must corroborate each other. Still photographs, potentially 
subject to manipulation, are never considered. No intelligence originating from Hamas is accepted. Reports from 
released hostages, while emotionally powerful, are not sufficient unless backed by additional evidence. “There was a 
case where a returned hostage said she was in a medical place and next to her there was a hostage who was alive, but 
the next day he wasn’t,” Merin shares. “We will not go on something like this.”

The Israeli government spares no effort in gathering intelligence on each and every hostage still in Gaza. Though Prof. 
Merin cannot disclose details, he reassures that “Israel is putting huge efforts into getting information.” The doctors 
also attempt, whenever possible, to determine the cause of death — another layer of confirmation that strengthens 
their conclusions.

For Prof. Merin, this work carries profound moral and spiritual weight. “There is a Jewish teaching that one of the 
greatest joys that a person can experience in life is that of resolving doubts,” he reflects. “If we have a way to 
provide that level of comfort to a family in their time of pain, then that is what we need to be doing.”

The task before these doctors is devastating, yet indispensable. Their expertise and unwavering commitment bring a 
measure of clarity to those trapped in the depths of uncertainty. In the darkest of times, their work offers a path forward 
— one marked not just by grief, but by the dignity of truth. 
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                    For many patients, ER is synonymous with pain, fear and uncertainty. For 
us, those administering the treatment, it is a place to give patients the best possible 
care, with professionalism and compassion. Our ER is unique because of our team of 
highly knowledgeable and constantly-learning doctors and nurses. Human beings, 
who see patients as other human beings, are sensitive to their needs, and treat them 
compassionately. It is also very special in the way everyone fully collaborates in a 
family-like atmosphere, irrespective of their background. It’s a team that works 
under challenging conditions, out of a sense of mission to do the best for patients 
and help them fulfill more dreams.

Naama Bagrish
Head Nurse, Department of Emergency Medicine

THE FUTURE

“

“
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In addition to its world-class treatment facilities, the 
Helmsley Cancer Center also introduced Jerusalem’s first 
dedicated oncology emergency unit. This unit provides urgent 
care for oncology patients facing complications from cancer or 
cancer treatments, operating independently from the 
hospital’s main emergency department. The unit represents a 
significant step forward in ensuring timely, specialized care 
for patients in need of immediate attention.

Director-General Prof. Ofer Merin remarked, “The new 
oncology emergency unit expands upon the existing services 
and treatment at the Helmsley Cancer Center by ensuring 
comprehensive care for every patient, with personalized 
attention and Shaare Zedek’s unique care approach.”

Created in partnership with the Israel Cancer Association, 
this unit promises to make a meaningful difference for 
oncology patients in Jerusalem, offering quick, specialized 
treatment and reducing unnecessary hospitalizations.
Further expanding the Hospital’s cancer care program, a new 
inpatient oncology department opened this January. Located 
on the Hospital’s sixth floor, the new department features 30 
beds, including single-occupancy rooms and a dedicated 
space for radioactive iodine treatments. Equipped with 
advanced technology, the facility supports inpatient 
chemotherapy, biological treatments, and care for patients 
undergoing radiation therapy and immunotherapy.

The inpatient oncology department is designed to enhance 
both treatment effectiveness and patient well-being.

JERUSALEM’S 
FIRST ONCOLOGY 
EMERGENCY UNIT

Shaare Zedek has officially launched the 
world’s first and most advanced MRI 
simulator for radiation treatments.

This groundbreaking state-of-the-art 
simulator allows for the highest level of 
precision in planning radiation 
treatments, significantly improving 
their accuracy and increasing the 
chances of successful treatment.

We are proud to pioneer this 
technology, ensuring that our patients 
receive the most professional, accurate 
treatment possible.

REVOLUTIONIZING 
RADIATION
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A special moment unfolded 
at the Hospital as Susie 
Feder, a dedicated midwife at 
Shaare Zedek for more than 
20 years, had the 
extraordinary privilege of 
assisting her granddaughter, 
Malka Rivka, during the birth 
of her first child.

Susie shared, “I came with 
her from home and was by 
her side throughout the 
birth. It was incredibly 
meaningful to be there for 
the arrival of my great-
granddaughter.”

Malka Rivka expressed her 
gratitude for the experience, 
saying, “Giving birth at 
Shaare Zedek was wonderful. 
Having my grandmother 
there made it even more 
special, and the delivery 
room staff provided excellent 
care and support 
throughout.”

Congratulations to Malka 
Rivka, Grandma Susie, and 
the entire family on this 
joyful occasion!

Tiny Patients, Big Smiles!

Known for having the highest annual newborn delivery rate in the 
country, and one of the highest in the world, the Hospital beat its 
own record for the number of births in a single month with 1,926 
babies born in January 2024. This tops the former monthly 
record of 1,856 babies born at Shaare Zedek in December 2023.

MAZAL TOV TO THE RIBO FAMILY!

We wish a huge Mazal Tov to Ishay and Yael Ribo who were 
blessed to deliver their sixth child at Shaare Zedek.

Yael shared a touching message of gratitude: “Shlomit and 
Monique are true angels in the delivery room. Thank you so, so 
much for a remarkable and meaningful birthing experience. 
Thank you for your dedication and sharing our experience, and 
the special energy that brings us back here again and again. 
Thank you to Hashem and to all.”

Mazal Tov to the whole family!



Recently, a 72-year-old woman named Jacqueline came to Shaare 
Zedek with a clot she had been living with since she was young, that 
had now led to a complete blockage in the lower part of her body. 
Whereas the typical procedure in such a case would be to perform a 
catheterization through her foot, given the extent of the blockage, 
this was impossible.  She searched for almost two years for a miracle. 
And that is what she found at Shaare Zedek.  

After meeting with Dr. David Mirkin, a senior cardiologist at the 
Hospital, he decided that they would try an innovative approach to 
repair the vein by performing a catheterization through the liver. This 
procedure had never been performed in Israel and only a few times in 
the world.  Thank G-d the extraordinary treatment was a great 
success, and the patient is currently recovering and thankful for this 
life saving treatment. 

Shaare Zedek is proud to lead the way in medical innovation in Israel.

For nearly a year Alya had been unwell. It is very unusual for a child to 
suffer a stroke, but at the age of four, little Alya had already suffered 
many. As you can imagine, this had a dreadful impact on her life, 
including losing the use of the right side of her body and the ability to 
speak.  For over a year, treatments to help did not work and so her 
father decided to take her to Shaare Zedek where Dr. Yaakov 
Amsalem, Director of the Interventional Neuroradiology Unit, saved 
her life.

Dr. Amsalem performed an incredibly complex brain catheterization 
on Alya and as you can tell from the photo, we are thrilled to share it 
was a success. Alya has been able to return to her normal life, going 
to nursery and playing with the rest of her friends just as a four-year-
old should.

Alya’s father shared “After nearly a year, during which we almost lost 
her, Shaare Zedek saved her for us”

Not all superheroes wear capes, some wear scrubs!!

A FIRST IN ISRAEL – AND A LIFE 
TRANSFORMED AT SHAARE ZEDEK!

SOME SUPERHEROES WEAR SCRUBS
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EVENTS

The 2024 National Dinner honored exemplary friends and lay leaders Esther and Dr. Paul Lerer, 
Myra and Dr. Alon Mogilner, Abigail Lichter and Isaac Schertz. The evening also celebrated the 
memory of cherished and longtime supporters Lillie and Milton Steinberg, z”l.  Those in 
attendance had the opportunity to hear from Shaare Zedek Director-General Prof. Ofer Merin, 
learn about the role Shaare Zedek has played in Israel in the last year and watch moving 
videos about our Honorees and their commitment to the Hospital. Guests were also treated to 
an uplifting and inspiring performances by world renowned singer Shulem Lemmer.

Honorees Esther and Dr. Paul Lerer, 
recipients of the Dr. David Applebaum 
Healers of Jerusalem Award, together 

with members of their family

L-R: Ora Merin, Adina Halevy, Shaare Zedek 
President Prof. Jonathan Halevy, Shaare 

Zedek Director-General Prof. Ofer Merin, 
Honorees Dr. Paul and Esther Lerer and 

Steve and Ruthy Rosenberg

Honoree Isaac Schertz, recipient of the 
Chesed Leadership Award, together 

with members of his family

Honorees Myra and Dr. Alon Mogilner, 
recipients of the International Patrons 

of Medicine Award, together with 
members of their family

Shaare Zedek Director of Major Gifts Morrie 
Libman, presenting a keepsake to Dr. Susan 
Steinberg, Dr. Lu Steinberg and Dr. Michael 

Schulder in memory of their parents Lillie 
and Milton Steinberg, z”l

Honoree Abigail Lichter, recipient of the 
Chesed Leadership Award, together 

with members of her family

NATIONAL 
DINNER
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Ann and Pinky SohnShaare Zedek Benefactors Amy and 
Robert Bressman

Merav and Shaare Zedek Board 
Member Aharon Watson

A short time ago Dr. Brian Katz, a respected and talented surgeon in NY, treated a patient named Virginia 
Weisman at Mount Sinai Hospital. In their gratitude for her excellent care, her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Furth, 
decided to make a major donation in his honor. Dr. Katz, in his great love for Israel, persuaded the family that 
the donation should be made to Shaare Zedek, and indeed the hospital received a very generous gift to build a 
state-of-the-art operating suite and created a fund to train and educate the future surgeons who will use it.  
Sadly, Mr. Furth recently passed away, but he will always be remembered for his generous gesture towards the 
Hospital that speaks volumes about his love for his daughter and his capacity for gratitude and appreciation. 

Dr. Ronnie Nagel, Esther Lerer, Shaare 
Zedek Board of Directors Co-Chair 

Michael Jesselson, David Nagel, Steve 
and Ruthy Rosenberg

Dr. Bruce and Susan Decter with Shaare 
Zedek Board Member and Women’s 

Division President Debbie Kestenbaum 
Feingertz and Paul Feingertz.

National Board Chair Menno Ratzker, 
Dr. Gitta Nagel, Naava and Jeffrey 

Parker and Esther Lerer



National Board President 
Dr. Howard Z. Goldschmidt

Shaare Zedek super fans
and supporters

David and Gail Guttman with 
Dr. Rama and Mark Koslowe

Celebrating a milestone birthday. Rachel Wolf and 
Director of Institutional Advancement Sharon 

Goldwyn. Seated (L-R): Jonah and Fran Kupietzky

Jordan and Rivka Wolf, Andrew Borodach, ACSZ CEO 
Rachel Wolf, Michele and Howard Wolf, Jamie Wolf and 

Justin Greenberger

Standing (L-R): Shaare Zedek Director of Major Gifts Morrie 
Libman and Sammy Salamon. Seated (L-R): David and 

Women’s Division Vice President Bassie Gold with Women’s 
Division Board Members Gail Propp and Maguy Naparstek.  

Renowned singer Shulem Lemmer

Blanche Lerer, Honoree Esther Lerer, 
Ruthy Rosenberg, Women’s Division 

Board Members Gitta Nagel and 
Careena Parker
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Rachel Wolf
Underline
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CHILDREN’S 
CHAMPIONS EVENT

The Children’s Champions golf event at 5 Iron Golf, in New York City on September 21st, 2024, 
was, as always, a fun, exciting and dynamic way to support Shaare Zedek. Participants helped 
dedicate fetal monitors and an ultrasound for the Hospital’s Delivery Room. 

Standing, (L-R): Oliver Etessami, Steven and Sharon Kachanian, Cheryl and Isaac Shaer, Dave 
and Amanda Zar, Vanessa and Solomon Birnbaum. Sitting, (L-R): Pauline Mizrachi, Karen Livian, 

Natalie Etessami, Talia and Ilan Zabihi, Matt Livian, and Menachem Mizrachi.

(L-R):  Erica and Tzvi Solomon, Aharon and Merav Watson, Jenn 
and Josh Geffner, Adam and Dassie Volk, Sammy and Brooke 
Salamon, Arielle and Dani Secemski, Lizi and Josh Berkowitz

(L-R): Daniel Laifer, Hattie Danziger, Natalie Battalion, Odit Oliner, 
Liz Schilowitz, Zach Oliner, Jon Schilowitz and David Battalion

Standing, (L-R): Ross Banon, Roni Jesselson, Josh Nussbaum and Avi Bloom 
Sitting, (L-R): Ally Banon, Jessica Jesselson, Gabriela Nussbaum and Anat Bloom

Tamar and Robbie Scharf(L-R): Akiva and Samanatha Katz, 
Alex and Yehuda Schein

Atara and Josh Chesir(L-R): Erica Parilis, Lauren Soleimani 
and Kathy Gold



COLLEGE 
BOWL-A-THON

The College Bowl-A-Thon, held in September, is an annual highlight for hundreds of
college students in the NY area. The 2024 event raised the funds to dedicate 20 Patient 
Care Stations for the new Emergency Underground ICU. We thank our College Board and 
Co-Chairs for all their work to help us meet our goal.

The 2024 College Board Co-Chairs
(L-R): Nethaniel Levi, Brendan Lasko, Abigail Lichter

and Tommi Ratzker

Our #1 Fundraising Team, “Cash Us If You Can” 
(L-R): Shira Alyeshmerni, Perri Hirschel, Mandy Nissenbaum, Mia East, Sammy Berkowitz 

and Michal Abadi – Team Captain, Shana Lamm, Shoshana Hess and Yafit Bokobza
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2025 COLLEGE BOARD
Co-chairs Cailey Erber, Max Glaubach and Dini Robinson

Get involved! To join the 2026 college board contact Sharon Goldwyn, 212.764.8062, sgoldwyn@acsz.org

www.acsz.org/college



WOMEN’S
HEALTH EVENT
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The Women’s Division once again hosted its annual Health Event, bringing together 
women of all ages to pay tribute to our incredible Honorees, Ann Cohn and Sandy Gold 
and to celebrate the heroic work of Shaare Zedek. The women were treated to an 
inspiring update from Shaare Zedek President Prof. Jonathan Halevy and heard a 
keynote address from Dr. Darius Mozaffarian titled Ultra Processed Foods: Nutrition 
Facts and Myths. Held at the New York Academy of Medicine, the evening included a 
delicious and healthy dinner with raffles and boutique vendors.

Seated: Prof. Jonathan Halevy, Adina Halevy, Fran Kupietzky, 
Joan Papier-Lieberman, Marjorie Diener Blenden and Janella 
Blenden. Standing: Esther Lerer, Kira Borodach, Rachel Wolf, 

Julia Borodach, Andrew Borodach and Patty Borodach.

Honoree Ann Cohn with 
husband Larry Cohn

Frimit Hirmes, Iris Maidenbaum
and Suzanne Gurvitch

Women’s Division President
Deborah Kestenbaum Feingertz

and Arielle Tradburks

ACSZ CEO Rachel Wolf, SZ President Prof. Jonathan Halevy, 
Adina Halevy, ACSZ Board Member Laura Huberfeld and ACSZ 

Director of Institutional Advancement Sharon Goldwyn

Honoree Sandy Gold with 
husband Mark Gold
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Mazal Tov to our 2024 Health Day 
honorees, Susan Decter and Tamar Scharf

Health Day 2024

Seated: Karen Cohn, Glenn Cohn, Rhonda Parsons, Harold Miller 
and Alice Miller. Standing: Stephanie Sokol, Dana Gitler, Jordie 

Cohn, Larry Cohn, Ann Cohn, Elana Braun and Elliot Braun.

Seated: Maguy Naparstek, Ruth Shapiro, Dr. Leah Gruss, 
Rose Friedman, Evelyn Gross.

Standing: Bassie Gold, Chanie Rosenbaum and Gail Propp

Adva Ambalu, Shira Neren, Naomi Katz, Brittany 
Kamel, Nikki Shoshani, Sara Tsur, Erica Parilis, Shira 

Schreiber, Meeka Natanov, Lauren Soleimani, 
Rachel Lebovich, Dina Gad and Lirit Nouhian

Dr. Brandon Gold, Dr. Emily Gold, Mark Gold, 
Vanessa Birnbaum and Solomon Birnbaum

Seated: Dawn Spiera, Sandy Gold, Mark Gold, Susan Kalichman
Standing: Emily Gold, Joan Schefler, Nikki Shoshani, Brittany Kamel,

Yoni Kamel and Shana Carmen

Ann Cohn receiving her award

Sandy Gold receiving her award
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TEAM
SHAARE ZEDEK

David Bolnick

Zach Buller

Elad Cnaan

Avram Friedman 

Evelyn Fruchter

Moshe Fruchter

David Isaacson

Esther Levy-Chehebar

David Mechlin

Zachary Mosseri

Odit Oliner

Liz Schilowitz

Allie Shapiro

UNITED AIRLINES 
HALF MARATHON 
MARCH 17, 2024 

Henry Bushell

Alex Cohen

Joshua Dachs

Benjamin Feldman

Josef Feldman

Virginia Frischkorn

Sarah Hiller

Albert Liff

Michael Ohebshalom

Elie Schiff

Dylan Schwartz

TCS NYC 
MARATHON, 
NOVEMBER 2024
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DYLAN SCHWARTZ 
Dylan Schwartz was always raised to take pride in his Jewish 
identity, but in the wake of the horrific terrorist attacks by Hamas 
on October 7th, 2023, and the appalling wave of anti-Semitic 
hatred that followed, he felt a compelling need to do more. He was 
heartbroken by the response from many around the world, 
spanning from Europe to his own backyard in New York City, 
particularly on college campuses throughout Manhattan.

In March, while browsing the TCS NYC Marathon charity page, 
Dylan discovered Shaare Zedek. When he first connected with the 
organization, he was drawn to the opportunity to support a cause 
that resonated deeply with his Jewish values and personal 
convictions. In learning more about Shaare Zedek’s mission, 
choosing the organization was an easy decision, as it aligned 
perfectly with Dylan’s passions for running and supporting Israel. 
Knowing that the funds raised would directly support essential 
hospital equipment for those in need further solidified his 
commitment to the Hospital. 

The connection between his contributions and the marathon 
experience strengthened Dylan’s sense of purpose. “Marathons 
hold a special place in my heart because I believe they showcase 
the best of the human spirit, uniting people in a world that often 
feels divided. Regardless of political or religious beliefs, 
demographic, or financial status, for 2-6 hours during the race, 
everyone unites as one team. Running for such a meaningful and 
important organization like Shaare Zedek amplified that sense of 
purpose for me in an extraordinary way.”

Runners Henry Bushell and Dylan Schwartz each raised over $10,000 for Team Shaare Zedek during the 
2024 TCS NYC Marathon. Both exceeded their fundraising goals, with donations continuing to come in 
even after the race ended—a true reflection of their dedication, impact, and ability to inspire support 
for Shaare Zedek.

RUNNER 
SPOTLIGHT:

HENRY BUSHELL
In the summer of 2019, Henry Bushell 
lived in Tel Aviv and attended classes at 
IDC Herzliya. Most evenings were 
marked by long runs along the beach, 
stretching from his apartment on 
Bograshov Street to the Jaffa 
lighthouse and back.

Running has become Henry’s solace 
— a time to reflect on the men and 
women from around the world who are 
defending the Jewish state. “I am 
eternally grateful for their sacrifice and 
commitment, and I aspire to support 
those who protect the Jewish nation.”

Henry realized that becoming an 
ambassador for Shaare Zedek was the 
perfect way to actualize his mission by 
supporting a hospital that has played 
such a critical role in saving the lives of 
badly injured soldiers.  “There is a 
remarkable sense of dedication in 
treating these patients and we can all 
feel a great sense of pride in Shaare 
Zedek’s place in the war effort.”



ISRAEL
O N  F I F T H  A V E N U E

CELEBRATING

36

In May, the American Committee for Shaare Zedek once again participated in the annual 
Celebrate Israel Parade, proudly marching down Fifth Avenue with a float filled with 
Shaare Zedek friends and family.  Thanks to the incredible efforts of the parade 
organizers and the NYPD, the march allowed for a peaceful display of Israel support and 
pride. With more than 100,000 participants of all ages in attendance, the strength of 
the Jewish community was in full force. The Shaare Zedek float was excited to welcome 
the energy, enthusiasm and spirit of Beit Rabban Day School.

From Top to Bottom (Left to Right): Justin Greenberger, Jamie Wolf, Howard Wolf, Michele Wolf, Rachel Wolf, Prof. Jonathan Halevy, Dr. Paul Lerer, Fran 
Kupietzky, Ophir Maoz Halevy, Adina Halevy, Esther Lerer, Esther Muschel and Erez Maoz Halevy
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The Shaare Zedek Float 2025

Bassie Gold with her granddaughter 
SamanthaOphir Maoz Halevy leading the way down 

5th Avenue

Esther Muschel

Michele and Howard Wolf with their 
grandchildren Liam, Kira, Julia and Sloan

Esther Lerer, Dr. Paul Lerer and Tali Lerer.

Avi Tuchman and ACSZ CFO Sam Tuchman 
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MISSION TO
S O U T H  A M E R I C A

SHAARE ZEDEK

After 2 years of planning, the American Committee once again embarked upon one of its 
epic international missions, this time visiting Iguazu Falls, Patagonia and Buenos Aires.  The 
fabulous 10-day trip took Shaare Zedek friends on a spectacular journey to some of South 
America’s most beautiful and picturesque destinations. Working closely with Lebor Tours 
and Mundo Trip, participants had the opportunity to witness the majesty of Iguazu Falls, 
the breathtaking beauty of Bariloche, the awe-inspiring magnificence of the glaciers in El 
Calafate and the bustling energy of Buenos Aires and its impressive Jewish community.
  
We are so grateful to those who joined us on this epic adventure: Andrew Borodach and 
ACSZ CEO Rachel Wolf, Drs. Erica and Jeremy Brown, Drs. Lillian Graf and Gary Chubak, Ann 
and Larry Cohn, ACSZ Director of Institutional Advancement Sharon Goldwyn, Anne and 
Jerry Gontownik, Adina and Shaare Zedek President Prof. Jonathan Halevy, Estie and Barry 
Hollander, Esther and Dr. Paul Lerer, Fran and Bernie Mermelstein, Esther Muschel, Naava 
and Jeffrey Parker, Chanie and Freddy Rosenbaum, Rima Simon and Dennis Ruben, and Judy 
and Moshe Tuchman.

The spectacular Perito Moreno Glacier
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The group visiting the Brazilian side of Iguazu Falls

Buenos Aires city center

Overlooking the Nahuel National Park, National Geographic’s 
“8th Best view in the world” in Bariloche

Glacier Museum ice bar in El Calafate

The spectacular Perito Moreno Glacier
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The American Committee is excited to announce the creation 
of the Shirley E. & Avrom R. Vann Nursing Academic 
Scholarship Endowment Fund established in memory of 
Shirley’s sister, Florence Elias ע’’ה. Income generated from the 
Fund will be used annually to provide scholarships to students 
enrolled in the Shaare Zedek School of Nursing. According to 
Shirley and Avrom, “We have been supporters of Shaare Zedek 
since 1969.  Long ago, we recognized the essential role that a 
hospital nurse plays in providing compassionate patient care. 
Knowing how expensive it is to obtain a quality nursing 
education, we wanted to provide financial assistance to 
qualified applicants who might otherwise be precluded from 
enrolling in a nursing program. If just one student graduates 
because of this scholarship and joins the Shaare Zedek staff, 
then we will have achieved our goal.” 

For the past 47 years, Robert Lunzer of Englewood, NJ has enthusiastically 
encouraged his friends, neighbors and family members to support the 
American Committee’s Annual Dinner.  His 2024 appeal was in memory of 
his cherished wife, Pamela Rosen Lunzer, a”h, and resulted in the 
sponsorship of an Advanced Fetal Monitor in the Wilf Woman and Infant 
Center. Robert and a large contingent of family and friends visited the 
Hospital to dedicate a plaque in Pam’s memory. She was known for her 
boundless love of family, a radiant smile and unwavering kindness.

Wow!! A beautiful aquarium in Shaare Zedek’s Glaubach Pediatric ER 
waiting room is just what was needed. This tropical aquarium was dedicated 
by the SAR community to Shaare Zedek with the guidance of Roni and 
Jessica Jesselson. This amazing fish tank serves as a therapeutic and fun 
distraction for the children and visitors at the Hospital. SAR is planning to 
install a similar aquarium in their Early Learning Center so that their 
children can smile and enjoy the beauty of nature as well.

SHIRLEY E. & AVROM R. VANN
NURSING ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT FUND

ADVANCED FETAL MONITOR GETS SPONSORED

SHAARE ZEDEK’S BEAUTIFUL NEW AQUARIUM
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Dear Hats From Our Hearts,

Hello my name is Julia and I am a college student. Last year I had the inclredible opportunity to work in the baby ward 
in Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem for the year. I had the privilege to witness the effects of Hats From Our 
Hearts on families in Israel firsthand. I noticed your work one day when I was on shift in the baby ward. There was a 
set of premature twins born who were so tiny that they couldn’t keep their body temperatures high enough. The nurse 
instructed me to put two adorable hand knit hats on them to keep them warm. I asked the nurse where these were 
from and she told me that there was an incredible organization based in America that handmade these hats and then 
sent them to the hospital. Both the staff and the patients were so appreciative of the thought and effort that went into 
all of the hats. This is why I decided that when I got home I would contact Hats From Our Hearts to get involved.

I would love to be able to get involved in this incredible organization so I could still contribute to the baby ward in 
Jerusalem even though I am no longer in Israel.

-Julia F.    

To learn more about this project visit www.hatsfromourhearts.org or email terry.storch@yahoo.com

Top Row (L-R): Mehran Malekmehr, Navid Malekmehr, Iranian Jewish Women’s 
Organization President Shahla Javdan, and Shaare Zedek President Prof. Jonathan Halevy

Bottom Row (L-R): Justin Daneshrad, Maxine Daneshrad, Milene Malekmehr, Charlene 
Malekmehr, Alex Malekmehr, and Mehry Tahery

On Wednesday, September 25th, 2024, the 
Los Angeles based Iranian Jewish Women’s 
Organization held its annual evening in 
support of Shaare Zedek Medical Center 
raising more than $80,000 in support of the 
new Underground Intensive Care Unit.  Prof. 
Jonathan Halevy spoke to more than 100 
supporters at the home of Mehran and Navid 
Malekmehr in Bel Air. Longtime friends of 
Shaare Zedek and Bikur Cholim, the IJWO has 
raised more than $2 million over 20 years.

Iranian Women’s Jewish Organization 
RAISES MORE THAN $80,000



On November 14th, Herb Keinon, a seasoned journalist at The Jerusalem Post for more 
than 30 years, spoke at several locations throughout our Southeast Region to Shaare 
Zedek friends and supporters.  In the morning, Mr. Keinon spoke at the home of Betty 
and Barry Sytner of Williams Island, in the afternoon he was hosted at the home of Ann 
and Alex Lebowitz of Miami Beach and in the evening he addressed a larger gathering at 
Temple Beth Am in Pinecrest, Florida.  Mr. Keinon, who has extensive experience 
covering Israel’s prime ministers and foreign ministers, offered deep insights into the 
country’s political and strategic challenges and managed to engage three diverse 
audiences, who all received him with great enthusiasm. 

SOUTHEAST REGION HOSTS 
JOURNALIST HERB KEINON.

Jerusalem Post Senior Contributing Editor Herb Keinon at Temple Beth Am L-R: Guest speaker Herb Keinon, Temple Beth Am 
Brotherhood President Jeff Rosenberg and Temple

Beth Am Senior Rabbi Jeremy Barras
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SOUTHEAST REGION HOSTS 
JOURNALIST HERB KEINON.

Guests at the Lebowitz Home in Miami Beach

Hostess Betty Sytner and Herb Keinon

Home of Ann and Alex Lebowitz, Miami Beach

Guests at the Sytner Home in Williams Island
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Southeast Region lay 
leader Dr. Daniel 
Robbin and his 
daughter Bailey visit 
the Helmsley Cancer 
Center at Shaare 
Zedek. We thank the 
Robbin family for 
dedicating a project in 
the beautiful new 
building.

...enjoy a private tour
of Shaare Zedek

Prior to your trip, contact
our national office

(naional@acsz.org) or your
local Shaare Zedek office, 

listed on page 2

We look forward to
wecoming you!

When you
visit Israel
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Naming of Entrance Plaza

Naming

Ultrasound Unit Naming

Well Baby Nursery 

Central Waiting -Ambulatory Patients

Recovery Room

Triage Waiting Room

3 Patient Bed Treatment Bay 

2-3 bed Patient Rooms

Nurses Station

Patient Cooling System

Psychologist HQ

Laboratory

Giraffe Incubator 

Family Consultation Room

Observation Stations

Waiting Area

Open incubator

Defibrillator

Mobile ECG

Helmsley Cancer Center

Cardiac Rehab

Pediatric Imaging

Maternity C

Emergency Medicine

Helmsley Cancer Center

Emergency Medicine

Helmsley Cancer Center

Neurosurgery

Intensive Care Unit

Neurosurgery

Trauma

Hematology Day Hospital

Neonatal ICU

Intensive Care Unit

Obstetrics ER

Cardiac Rehab

Neonatal ICU

Emergency Underground Hospital 

Emergency Medicine

$3,000,000

$1,500,000

$1,500,000

$700,000

$500,000

$350,000

$250,000

$180,000

$150,000

$100,000

$100,000

$75,000

$50,000

$50,000

$40,000

$40,000

$30,000

$30,000

$25,000

$10,000

Renowned as the Hospital with a Heart, Shaare Zedek brings hope and healing to more than
one million patients each year, delivering world-class treatment with unwavering compassion.

Join us in our mission to heal, protect, and care for the people of Israel.

priority projects

Contact 212.764.8116
or national@acsz.org for more information

To donate at any level, visit www.acsz.org/heartbeat
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Shaare Zedek’s new underground Emergency ICU has 70 critical care stations 
for severely injured patients and is ready to provide a sheltered facility should Jerusalem 
come under missile attack.

SUPPORT HEALING. SECURE YOUR FUTURE.
SHAARE ZEDEK CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES.

1 PERSON 2 PEOPLE
Your Age Your Ages

65 ................................................ 5.7% 70/75 ............................................. 5.8%

70 ................................................ 6.3% 75/75 .............................................. 6.2%

75 ................................................ 7.0% 75/80 ............................................. 6.5%

80 ................................................ 8.1% 80/85 ............................................. 7.3%

85 ................................................ 9.1% 85/90 ............................................. 8.7%

90+ ............................................... 10.1% 90/95+ ......................................... 9.9%

Payout Rate Payout Rate

*Rates as approved by the American Council on Gift Annuities, May 19, 2025.  

For a No cost, NO obligation, CONFIDENTIAL calculation,
call or email Samuel Tuchman, CFO:  212-764-8057 / stuchman@acsz.org



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2025
Heart of Jerusalem Dinner

Guastavinos, NYC
Call 212-764-8116 for more information

SAVE THE DATE

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2025  
College Bowl-A-Thon

Join a team!
Contact 212.764.8062 for more information

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2025
Team Shaare Zedek runs the TCS

NYC Marathon

For more information visit us at ACSZ.org and follow us on social media:

@AmericanSZ ShaareZedekShaareZedekUS

Join the Women’s Division Thousand Dollar Club!
Email jinsel@acsz.org, or call 212-764-8052.


