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Dear Friends: 
 
We are excited to present the Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem Mission to 
South Africa next summer, August 5th – 19th, 2020.  Trips such as these are enhanced 
by wonderful people who choose to entrust their vacation time to an organization with a 
mission of purpose.   
 
As our reputation has shown, we not only provide once-in-a-lifetime experiences, but we 
create missions that combine the highest standards of travel and kosher supervision in a 
warm and intellectually stimulating environment.  Our program has been arranged in 
conjunction with Celafrica Tours. Our superb tour coordinator Celeste Sosnovik (who 
we have worked with in the past) is ready to provide a spectacular experience, while 
being sensitive to the needs of sophisticated kosher travellers. 
 
From time to time, Shaare Zedek sponsors missions. While we look forward to providing 
you with an exciting destination, our ongoing goal is of course support of the Hospital.   
 
At this early stage, we are excited to announce that Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter will join 
our Mission faculty.  His breadth of knowledge and deep insights will prove to be 
fascinating, educational and engaging.   
 
We are well aware of the high cost of this program.  However, if you carefully review all 
of the different components of this trip you will understand the basis for the cost. We hope 
you will choose to join us on this truly incredible experience.  
 
Please review the itinerary and fact sheet provided.  We look forward to having you join 
us.  
 
Sincerely yours,  
      
  
 
Rachel Wolf     Sharon Goldwyn 
CEO     Director of Institutional Advancement 

 
 

For more information (212) 764-8116  rwolf@acsz.org  www.acsz.org   
 

mailto:rwolf@acsz.org
mailto:rwolf@acsz.org
http://www.acsz.org/
http://www.acsz.org/
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Shaare Zedek Mission to South Africa 2020 
 

Itinerary 

(subject to change) 
 

Thursday, August 6th: Johannesburg  
Arrive at OR Tambo International Airport (ORTIA) in Johannesburg. We will be met and 
transferred to our hotel located in the upmarket suburb of Sandhurst for an overnight 
stay.  
Tour of Soweto  
Accommodation: The Saxon  
 

Friday, August 7th: Johannesburg → Livingstone  
This morning we’ll fly to Livingstone, Zambia for a 3-night stay.   
 

In the afternoon we’ll enjoy a guided walking tour of Victoria Falls, one of the 7 natural 
wonders of the world on the Zimbabwean side of the Falls.   First stop is the Big Tree – 
a massive baobab many hundreds of years old with a girth of some 72 feet! The tour 
continues on to the Falls themselves, starting at Livingstone’s statue and Devil’s Cataract 
and proceeding through the rainforest to Danger Point. The walk includes many 
spectacular view points along the way.  
Accommodation: The Royal Livingstone  
The Royal Livingstone is situated on the banks of the Zambezi River, within the 46-
hectare Mosi Oa Tunya National Park. The hotel is a place to enjoy the majesties of 
Africa with all the charms of a bygone era. It offers an unparalleled level of luxury, service 
and sophistication to the region.  This 5-star luxurious hotel has 173 rooms all situated in 
air-conditioned 2 story clusters inspired by the grand estate houses of bygone years.  
 
 

 
 
Shabbat, August 8th: Livingstone  
We will spend Shabbat at leisure at this incredibly beautiful and serene setting, walking 
amongst the monkeys and zebras. We will be able to walk down to the Falls on the 
Zambian side. The Park in which the Falls is situated is at the end of the hotel property 
and we will have free access.  
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Sunday, August 9th: Livingstone  
Depart for a full day tour of the Chobe National Park in Botswana. Cruise on the Chobe 
River where you will see elephants, crocodiles, pods of hippos and other game species 
coming to drink and bathe in the river, as well as many bird species. The afternoon 
continues with a game drive in open vehicles into the Chobe National Park, with a  
chance of spotting lion and buffalo as well as numerous plains game species.  
 
Monday, August 10th: Livingstone → Skukuza – Lion Sands  
This morning we will enjoy a cheetah walk! Thereafter we will charter a flight from 
Livingstone to Skukuza, the start of our safari adventure at Lion Sands Private Game 
Reserve for a 3-night stay.  There will be early morning and late afternoon game drives 
every day and a host of other activities available at the lodge. The game drives are all 
conducted in open 4-wheel drive Land Rovers accompanied by experienced rangers 
ensuring an informative and stimulating safari experience. These drives are undertaken 
at times best suited for game viewing at the particular time of the year.  The afternoon 
game drive departs at approximately 4:00 pm and returns at approximately 7:00 pm. The 
afternoon drives extend into the evening with the aid of spotlights to view seldom seen 
nocturnal species.  
Accommodation: Lion Sands River Lodge / Ivory Lodge (See further details in booking 
info). 
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Tuesday August 11th:  Game Lodge      
It's an early start for the morning game drive. As the early morning sun rises over the 
horizon, rangers and trackers will head out with us into the African bushveld. One can 
sense the excitement… who knows what to expect? A herd of ever-cautious impala 
huddled together, a leopard in the branches of a knobthorn tree with a kill from the last 
hours of darkness, a herd of elephants feeding in the lush vegetation or a pride of lion in 
the shade of an acacia. Tea/coffee are served prior to departing the lodge, and again 
there will be refreshments about mid-way through the drive. Return to the lodge for 
breakfast. You will have the option of a bush walk, accompanied by an armed ranger - a 
wonderful way to learn about the flora and fauna of the area. Afternoon/evening program 
as per previous day.  
 

   
Pictures taken from the Shaare Zedek Mission to South Africa in 2008 

 
Wednesday August 12th: Game lodge  
Another day to enjoy the tranquillity of the bush and the thrill of game viewing.  
 
Thursday, August 13th: Game Lodge → Skukuza → Cape Town  
We will go on an early morning game drive, followed by breakfast. Then it’s time to pack 
up for a road transfer to Nelspruit Airport where we’ll board a scheduled flight to Cape 
Town and check into our hotel for a 4-night stay.   
Accommodation: The Mount Nelson Hotel  
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Friday, August 14th: Cape Town  
This morning we’ll enjoy a cable-car ride up Table Mountain. Thereafter, we’ll proceed 
into the winelands. South Africa is the world's seventh largest wine producer, and its 
vineyards are as spectacular as those of France, Italy and California. Leaving Cape 
Town, we will proceed through the spectacular mountain scenery and lush fertile valleys 
of the Cape to Stellenbosch, South Africa's second oldest city. This oak lined university 
town has a museum showing different styles of architecture in the Cape from the 16th 
century.  We will proceed to Franschhoek, nestled in the valley where the French 
Huguenots first settled. The day will be spent combining a mixture of fascinating history 
with spectacular scenery and wine tastings at a kosher winery.  
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Shabbat, August 15th: Cape Town  
We will attend Shabbat services at the Gardens Shul. Lunch and Seudah Shlishit will be 
in the hotel.  
 
Sunday, August 16th: Cape Town  
Depart on a full day of sightseeing to Cape Point. This 2-mile drive to Cape Point includes 
a stop at Hout Bay, a beautiful fishing village from where a boat trip can be made to 
Duiker Island, to see the mass of seals. To arrive at Cape Point, one passes through the 
7750-hectare plant rich expanse of the Cape of Good Hope Nature reserve. This reserve 
is home to a variety of indigenous wildlife species including the Cape Mountain zebra, 
red lynx, caracal and a variety of antelope. In addition, about five troops of chacma 
baboons frequent the area. There are also more than 250 species of marine birds. 
Viewers may be lucky enough to spot seals, whales and dolphins. Leaving the reserve, 
we drive along the False Bay coastline to Boulders Beach, home of the largest Jackass 
Penguin colony in South Africa.            
                                 

 
 
Arrive at Gardens Shul for Mincha and a tour of the Jewish Museum. After an early dinner 
we’ll make our way to the V&A Waterfront, Cape Town's hot spot for shopping and 
entertainment. Set amidst a maritime backdrop of modern ships and turn of the century 
sailing vessels, the V&A Waterfront provides a harmonious setting for a drink or a stroll 
along the pier. The most remarkable and unique aspect of the V&A Waterfront is that it 
remains a real working harbour with a rich cultural heritage dating back hundreds of 
years. From here one can enjoy stunning views of Table Mountain. 
 
Monday, August 17th: Cape Town → Durban → Umhlanga Rocks  
This morning we will fly to Durban and then proceed on a tour of the city. We will drive 
along Durban's elegant "Golden Mile" beachfront. See the rickshaw pullers in their 
colourful regatta. Continue along the palm fringed Victoria Embankment to see the Vasco 
da Gama clock, Dick King's statue and the yacht mole, and on to the University where 
we will have spectacular views of Durban and the Bay. Visit the bustling Indian market, 
the Botanic Gardens with its exotic orchid house and Durban's historic buildings in the 
city centre.  Visit the Valley of 1000 Hills. Drive inland past the University of Durban-
Westville, through Westville, Pinetown and the flower lined streets of Kloof. Visit the 
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crocodile and snake park and then proceed to a traditional Zulu Kraal where we can learn 
about the Zulu customs, be entertained by tribal dancing and see the sangoma 
(witchdoctor) "throw the bones".                                          
Accommodation: The Oyster Box  
 

 
 
Tuesday, August 18th: Umhlanga Rocks  
Today we’ll enjoy a full day road trip to the Sani Pass, to the “Roof of Africa”. The journey 
will take us from the Umhlanga Rocks to Underberg from where we’ll take a tour up Sani 
Pass in the Drakensberg Mountains.  The Sani Pass is regarded by some as one of the 
most spectacular views in South Africa and is an experience not to be missed. Walls of 
sandstone, cascading rivers and hair-raising bends are just some of the highlights as the 
4x4 vehicle takes us through the Barrier of Spears and into the Kingdom of Lesotho. 
You’ll visit a Basotho village and meet its people – a true cultural experience.   
 

 
 
Wednesday August 19th: Durban → Johannesburg → Home  
This morning we’ll visit the Shark Institute at Umhlanga Rocks. The KwaZulu-Natal 
Sharks Board has been successfully protecting the province’s bathing beaches from 
shark attack for more than 40 years. Its research into bather protection, with as little 
impact on the environment as possible, is respected world-wide and there is a continuing 
exchange of information with overseas countries, notably Australia as well as USA and 
other countries experiencing shark incidents. Its Durban-based motor cruisers takes 
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members of the public on a shark safety gear experience where they can see first-hand 
the maintenance operation of the nets off Durban’s Golden Mile at dawn, and then enjoy 
the opportunistic viewing of dolphins, whales and seabirds that may be in the area.  Then 
it’s time for a transfer back to Durban airport and a flight to Johannesburg. Arrive back at 
ORTIA and check in for your return Trans-Atlantic flight home.   
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PRICING 
 

Shaare Zedek Mission to South Africa 2020 
 
The price of the Shaare Zedek Trip to South Africa is as follows: 

 

Land only:  
 

❖ Base Price = $13,500 per person (includes internal flights ONLY)  
❖ Single supplement:  +$3000  

 

Room Upgrades on Safari: 
Accommodations for our stay while on Safari will be allocated on a first come, first served 
basis. 
 
We will be taking over two game lodges (Lion Sands and Ivory Lodge).  Below you can 
find the per person upgrade prices. (Upgrades at other locations will be reserved at a 
later date). 
 
Lion Sands River Lodge Luxury Rooms = 4 rooms remaining = $13,500 per person 
Lion Sands Superior Luxury Rooms = 3 rooms remaining (+$250 per person = $13,750 per person) 
Lion Sands River Lodge Suites = 3 rooms remaining (+$850 per person = $14,350 per person) 
Ivory Lodge (All Villas) = 7 rooms remaining (+$3,200 per person = $16,700 per person) 
 

Shaare Zedek will NOT BE responsible for the air portion of your trip.  Please see 
the next page for direct flight info from New York. 
 
Visas and vaccinations will be necessary. We will provide you with everything you need 
to know closer to the trip. 

 
 

Reservations & Payments 
❖ $2,000 deposit at time of reservation (per person) 
❖ Additional $2,000 (per person) required by January 7th, 2020 
❖ Final payment due no later than March 3rd, 2020 or at the time of your 

reservation after March 3rd.   
❖ Reservations made after March 3rd, 2020 necessitate full payment. 

 
Cancellations and Refunds (per person): 
❖ A full refund, less a $500 cancellation charge, will be given for cancellations         

received by December 31st, 2019.  
 
❖ A 50% fee (approximately $7,000) will apply for cancellations after March 

3rd.  
 
❖ PLEASE NOTE: There will be no refund after April 1st.    

 
INVEST IN TRAVEL INSURANCE.  PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOUR 
INVESTMENT IN THIS PROGRAM IS SIGNIFICANT. ARRANGING FOR TRAVEL 
INSURANCE IS A SMART WAY TO SAFEGUARD AGAINST LIFE’S 
SURPRISES.    
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Direct Flight Information from NY → South Africa  

 
South African Airways Flight #204 
JFK → Johannesburg ORTAMBO 
Depart on August 5th at 11:15 AM 
Arrive on August 6th at 8:05 AM 
Flight Time: 14:50 
 
South African Airways Flight #203 
Johannesburg ORTAMBO → JFK 
Depart on August 19th at 9:05 PM 
Arrive on August 20th at 6:40 AM 
Flight Time: 15:35 
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Pricing Details 
 

Includes 
 

• Meet/greet at ORTIA International Airport 

• Services of a Celafrica Tours representative throughout the tour 

• Porterages at airports and hotels  

• All Glatt kosher meals from lunch on day of arrival to packed dinner on day of 
departure  

• All domestic and regional flights in economy class  

• Charter flight from Livingstone to Skukuza  

• Accommodation as detailed above  

• English speaking tour guides and entrance fees for attractions as detailed above  

• Bottled water and soft drinks at all meals.  

• Wine, soft drinks and bottled waters for Shabbat meals.  

• 15% VAT  

• 1% Tourism Levy   

• Tips for drivers, guides, rangers 
 

Excludes 
 

• Trans-Atlantic flights (should be into and out of Johannesburg – Suggested flights 
detailed below.  

• Visas as will be required  

• All items of a personal nature, including anti-malaria medication, telephone calls, 
laundry, excess baggage, etc  

• All drinks and other bar purchases except as detailed above  

• Insurance (We strongly recommend that all travellers take out 
comprehensive insurance to cover medical, personal, baggage, cancellation 
and curtailment.) 
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Shaare Zedek Medical Center 
 Mission to South Africa 

 

August 5th – 19th, 2020 

Reservation Form 
 
Participant #1 Full Name (as appears on your passport): __________________________ 

Cell # ____________ Home # _________ Email ____________________________ 

Passport # ________ Date of Issue _____ Exp. Date ____ Date of Birth ________ 

 

Participant #1 Full Name (as appears on your passport): __________________________ 

Cell # ____________ Home # _________ Email ____________________________ 

Passport # ________ Date of Issue _____ Exp. Date ____ Date of Birth ________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City, State Zip ___________________________________________________________ 

Special Dietary Needs/Medications: __________________________________________ 

I would like to upgrade to the ___________________________________ room on safari. 
I would like to hear more about hotel upgrades in the other locations ________________ 
 

Please indicate how many beds you will need in the room: _____ 

I agree to the payment schedule and cancellation terms laid out on Page 9: Yes__  No __ 

 

(Please note: If your passport expires within 6 months of this trip you must have 
your passport renewed or Airport Security will not allow you to fly.  
 

*** PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE TWO COMPLETELY 
BLANK PAGES IN YOUR PASSPORT. 

 
Checks made payable to the American Committee for Shaare Zedek should be sent to: 
 
American Committee for Shaare Zedek 
c/o Rachel Wolf 
55 West 39th Street, 4th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
 
To pay by credit card: 
Charge my: ___ Visa ___ MasterCard ___ Amex 
Credit Card #_____________________________ Expiration Date: ________ 


