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The National Women's Division of the American Committee for Shaare Zedek Medical Center, a 
hospital in Jerusalem, hosted its annual luncheon on Wednesday at the Museum of Jewish Heritage in 
Battery Park. The afternoon honored Hadassah Lieberman, the wife of former Sen. Joe Lieberman ; 
philanthropist Zelda Berger ; and Lee Weinbach, the founder of the association. Over 200 women were 
in attendance, including philanthropist Fanya Gottesfield Heller, Gail and Gabrielle Propp and Seryl 
Kushner.  

Ms. Kushner and her husband, Charles, the real-estate developer, have a longstanding relationship 
with the hospital, though Mr. Kushner didn't attend the luncheon. (His mother, Rae Kushner, was 
honored at the lunch several years ago.)  

"I'm not going to a 300-person lunch where I'm the only man in the room," he joked the other day in his 
Midtown office. 

In April, in honor of their 60th birthdays and 40th wedding anniversary, Mr. and Ms. Kushner committed 
to an $18 million donation to Shaare Zedek. The hospital is a nonprofit teaching institution that began 
as a 20-bed facility on Jaffa Road in 1902 and, from day one, treated every race, religion and 



nationality. It is now located on an 11-acre plot opposite Mount Herzl and serves as a peacetime 
military hospital, treating more than 12,000 soldiers a year.  

 
Dara Orbach, Esther Felsen and Seryl Kushner Richard Lobell  

In August, the Kushners, who visit Israel regularly, plan to attend the dedication of the main Seryl and 
Charles Kushner Campus in central Jerusalem as a pre-bar mitzvah trip for their eldest grandson. 
(They will also visit Belarus, where Mr. Kushner's parents, both Holocaust survivors, lived.) 

Mr. Kushner said he became involved with Shaare Zedek around a decade ago when a close friend, a 
major donor, introduced him to the hospital. Not long after, Mr. Kushner donated $2 million earmarked 
for the emergency facilities, mostly because he responded to the institution's mission "to treat anyone 
regardless of religion, anyone who needs help," he said. "You have Arab and Jewish doctors working in 
collaboration."  

The Kushners were also moved by a visit to the hospital after a doctor and his daughter were killed in a 
terrorist attack. "We saw the impact the emergency room had on treating the victims," Mr. Kushner 
said.  

The family's philanthropy is typically done quietly, he said. As his wife started to well up—they both 
described her tears as a regular occurrence—he listed various organizations they have supported, 
including Hofstra University, where Mr. Kushner studied law and Ms. Kushner studied business, and 
Harvard University, where their children have gone to school. They have also given to charities that 
support the needs of handicapped children, like a recent $1 million donation to the Friendship Circle, 
and various hospitals, including a maternity wing at St. Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, N.J.  
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"Our friends send us messages when they have babies there," said Ms. Kushner. "It's one of the best 
gifts." 

They wanted to discuss their relationship with Shaare Zedek because "we're so committed to the 
hospital, they've asked us to take it public," said Mr. Kushner. The hospital doesn't get government 
support, its general director, Jonathan Halevy, said in an email, and relies instead on donations from 
"friends all over the world and Israel." 

Mr. Kushner said his philanthropic spirit came from his mother, who would never allow guests to leave 
her house "without a meal or a check."  

Today, he explained, "there's more need for charity and far less shoulders to bear it."  

Added Ms. Kushner regarding Shaare Zedek, "we feel good just being a small part of it." 
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